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Culture and Heart

When we think of culture, our imaginations take us to 
museums and lectures, to discussions on paintings or 
sculptures among other disciplines. In Extremadura, 
however, culture is a part of our daily activities: from 
making an age-old recipe to going to a concert. Cultural 
events in Extremadura are held in the very same places 
we pass through every day: in the Old Town of Cáceres 
friends enjoy good times together on a terrace with 
digital projections onto medieval monuments. The 
Roman Theatre in Mérida welcomes everything from 
operas with dramatic se�ings to academic functions. At 
the Moorish Citadel (Alcazaba) in Badajoz you can watch 
the sunset on the Guadiana River, see families having 
picnics, and watch music fans going to a festival.

Here we don't see cultural spaces as relics to guard – 
they are treasures to share. And to do that there's no 
be�er way than to embark on voyages of discovery just 
as illustrious figures did in the past. Emperor Charles V 
on his journey to Yuste, Queen Isabella the Catholic, the 
Mozarabs who left the territories conquered by Islam to 
find redemption in Santiago de Compostela, the traders 
who travelled the Roman Vía de la Plata (Silver Way), or 
the explorers who went in search of glory in the New 
World.

In Extremadura culture itself is a journey, a voyage 
through the history of the world and the history of each 
traveller. It is full of experiences and sensations for you 
to enjoy with all the senses. 

Here culture is lived by following your heart.
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... is culture

Extremadura is in the west of Spain and 
is well connected to the capital, Madrid.

Your best option is to come by road, in a 
private or hired car. This way you can 
have total freedom to discover every 
corner of Extremadura.

The airport is located in Talavera la Real, 14 
kilometres from Badajoz with regular flights 
to Madrid and Barcelona, as well as to other 
cities at certain times of the year. It has a 
shopping area, hire car offices, free 24 hour 
parking, and taxis.
www.aena.es

The Renfe network of trains transports passengers 
through Extremadura and connects the region with 
Andalusia, Castilla La Mancha, and Madrid. There are 
lines connecting Mérida to Seville; connecting 
Badajoz, Cáceres, and Madrid; another going through 
Badajoz, Mérida, Ciudad Real, and Madrid, and 
another connecting Zafra with Huelva.
www.renfe.es

If you are coming to Extremadura from Madrid or the 
east of Spain you need to take the A-5. The motorway 
goes through Trujillo, Mérida, and Badajoz, before 
entering into Portugal. 

From this road when you get to Navalmoral de la Mata 
(EX-A1) you can go on to Guadalupe, Plasencia, or the 
north of Extremadura. To get to Cáceres you need to 
take the exit at Trujillo (A-58). And from Mérida you can 
take the A-66 to the southern towns of Extremadura.

If you are coming from the north or from the south you 
need to take the A-66 which goes from the north to the 
south of the region. Another major motorway to get 
here is the N-110 which goes from Ávila or Segovia to 
Plasencia, crossing through the Jerte Valley. 

How to 
get here

03

Distance (km.) Madrid Barcelona LisbonSeville

Mérida 344 965 287191
Cáceres 297 919 314267
Badajoz 404 1026 228210

By road

Plasencia 248 870 392341

Extremadura

SPAIN
Madrid

Lisbon
Seville

Plasencia

Cáceres

Badajoz
Mérida Don Benito

Trujillo

Navalmoral
de la Mata

Madrid
A-5

Lisbon
IP-7

Salamanca
A-66

Seville
A-66

CÁCERES

BADAJOZ

02

Badajoz

map



... is culture

Extremadura is in the west of Spain and 
is well connected to the capital, Madrid.

Your best option is to come by road, in a 
private or hired car. This way you can 
have total freedom to discover every 
corner of Extremadura.

The airport is located in Talavera la Real, 14 
kilometres from Badajoz with regular flights 
to Madrid and Barcelona, as well as to other 
cities at certain times of the year. It has a 
shopping area, hire car offices, free 24 hour 
parking, and taxis.
www.aena.es

The Renfe network of trains transports passengers 
through Extremadura and connects the region with 
Andalusia, Castilla La Mancha, and Madrid. There are 
lines connecting Mérida to Seville; connecting 
Badajoz, Cáceres, and Madrid; another going through 
Badajoz, Mérida, Ciudad Real, and Madrid, and 
another connecting Zafra with Huelva.
www.renfe.es

If you are coming to Extremadura from Madrid or the 
east of Spain you need to take the A-5. The motorway 
goes through Trujillo, Mérida, and Badajoz, before 
entering into Portugal. 

From this road when you get to Navalmoral de la Mata 
(EX-A1) you can go on to Guadalupe, Plasencia, or the 
north of Extremadura. To get to Cáceres you need to 
take the exit at Trujillo (A-58). And from Mérida you can 
take the A-66 to the southern towns of Extremadura.

If you are coming from the north or from the south you 
need to take the A-66 which goes from the north to the 
south of the region. Another major motorway to get 
here is the N-110 which goes from Ávila or Segovia to 
Plasencia, crossing through the Jerte Valley. 

How to 
get here

03

Distance (km.) Madrid Barcelona LisbonSeville

Mérida 344 965 287191
Cáceres 297 919 314267
Badajoz 404 1026 228210

By road

Plasencia 248 870 392341

Extremadura

SPAIN
Madrid

Lisbon
Seville

Plasencia

Cáceres

Badajoz
Mérida Don Benito

Trujillo

Navalmoral
de la Mata

Madrid
A-5

Lisbon
IP-7

Salamanca
A-66

Seville
A-66

CÁCERES

BADAJOZ

02

Badajoz

map



Royal Monastery 
of Santa María 

de Guadalupe
Its international fame is due to the fact that 

Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, spent his 
last months here in 1557 after abdicating in 

favour of his son Philip II. He built a small 
and austere palace for himself on the 

southern flank of the convent.

04EUROPEAN HERITAGE

Royal Monastery 
of Santa María 
de Guadalupe

03

The Monastery of Guadalupe contemplates four 
centuries of religious architecture in Spain, in which 
styles such as Gothic, Mudejar, Renaissance, Baroque 
and Neoclassical alternate. In 1340 King Alfonso XI 
entrusted himself to the Virgin of Guadalupe before 
the Salado Ba�le, and his victory in the fight resulted 
in the foundation of the monastery.

méRIDA
This town is heir to the splendour of the old 

Roman Empire. UNESCO has declared this 
Archaeological Ensemble a World Heritage 

Site because of its emblematic buildings such 
as the Roman Theatre or the Amphitheatre, 

one of the best preserved in the world. 

02
cÁCERES
Fortresses, Renaissance palaces and 
squares with a medieval taste ... 
In short, an indescribable monumental 
catalogue. We also recommend the visit at 
night, due to the special beauty of the Old 
Town illuminated.

01

EUROPEAN AND WORLD HERITAGE

0504
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           o understand the magic of Cáceres, it is best to 
visit at dusk when the historical buildings are 
illuminated and the darkness of the night erases the 
traces of modernity leaving you to follow the beat of an 
ancient city. This is when it is easy to imagine the 
Cáceres of legends that tell us of Muslim maidens who 
handed over the city out of love and suffered the 
punishment of being turned into golden chickens, or of 
fierce dragons slaughtered by brave knights. 

Cáceres is a city in which spirituality and retreat have 
marked its corners, from the old Jewish Quarter to the 
Moorish Wall, passing through numerous churches and 
Christian chapels with traditions such as that of the 
Black Christ, whose legend says that it punishes those 
who do not approach it with sufficient devotion. 

Cáceres in turn houses a vibrant cultural and social 
activity that elegantly shares the same spaces like two 
sides of a coin. In the very heart of the city, which was 
recognised in 2015 as the Spanish Capital of 
Gastronomy, we can taste avant-garde cuisine after 
contemplating an altarpiece of the 15th century, or 
dance to world-wide ethnic rhythms in the Plaza Mayor 
during the WOMAD Festival, and then rest in the 
tranquillity of a Moorish cistern.

T

World Heritage Site 

THE BEAT OF AN
CACERES,

Time passes in Cáceres as well, but it is hardly 
noticeable. Take a walk through the streets of 

its monumental city and you will feel it.

ancient city

VIEWS FROM THE WALL

Cultural life in Cáceres is full of events and 
opportunities that invite us to return, again and 
again, to discover new corners: the solemnity of Holy 
Week (also declared International Touristic Interest), 
the variety of world music in the WOMAD Festival, or 
the portrayal of the city's feudal past during the 
festivities of San Jorge and the Medieval Market will 
show us the most lively and participative side of the 
people of Cáceres in the monumental city. 

CULTURAL TOURISM / WORLD HERITAGE SITE / CÁCERES

The WOMAD (World of Music, Art and Dance) Festival has 
been held in Cáceres since 1992. During four days, the city 
receives groups from around the world and enjoys their 
performances on the stages that are sca�ered through-
out the monumental city. A meeting full of concerts, 
workshops and activities that make the festival one of 
the most complete in Spain.

FESTIVAL WOMAD

PLAZA MAYOR (MAIN SQUARE)

THEATRICAL VISITS

EXPERIENCE

LET A MINSTREL TELL YOU
Undoubtedly one of the best and most enjoyable 
options to reminisce the past of the medieval city is 
enjoying some of the theatrical visits that are 
offered: minstrels at night that will guide you on a 
walk through the romances, tales and lies of the city 
of Cáceres.

· Cáceres Museum
· Helga de Alvear Visual Arts Centre
· Holy Week Interpretation Centre
· Mercedes Calle & Carlos Ballesteros Foundation

What to visit? 
Cáceres Tourism | www.turismo.ayto-caceres.es

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE...

Cuenta Trovas de Cordel / www.cuentatrovas.com

0706
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It is the flagship monument 
of the city, a few stairs and 
you will have the monumen-
tal city at your feet. 

THE BUJACO 

TOWER

CLIMB A 

MOUNTAIN 

This is impressive. There are 
many cisterns in the subsoil of 
the monumental city and some 
can be visited such as the 
Cáceres Museum and the 
Preciosa Sangre Church.

3

It is probably a steep walk, 
although you can get there 
by car, the sanctuary of the 
Virgen de la Montaña offers 
the best views of the city 
and the plains of Cáceres.

5
GO DOWN TO 

A CISTERN

OUT HAVING 

CAÑAS 

This urban bird family festival is 
held in May: lesser kestrels, 
storks, swifts ... you will never 
see a sky so crowded. 

CITY 
OF BIRDS

4

in CÁCERES

6
7

8

9

10

CÁCERES 

WOMAD FESTIVAL

BARRUECOS 

NATURAL MONUMENT

THE BLACK 
CHRIST

ONE ABOUT ART

If you want to discover to what 
extent the monumental city of 
Cáceres can be shaken up, you 
cannot miss the WOMAD 
Festival: four days of music 
from all over the world, 
workshops ... and fiesta. 

A fluxus experience in the 
nearby town of Malpartida de 
Cáceres: granite boulders, the 
old wool laundry and the work 
of the great German artist 
Wolf Vostell.

Not everything is made of 
stone in Cáceres, you can take 
a walk in the Príncipe, Rodeo 
or Cánovas Parks to take in 
the greenest side of the city 
and its inhabitants.

The entire Holy Week of 
Cáceres is essential, 
however this particular 
procession which passes 
through the streets 
within the city walls at 
night is quite moving.  Forosur, held in October, is the 

leading contemporary art 
trade fair in Cáceres. The rest 
of the year there is plenty of 
art at the Helga de Alvear 
Visual Arts Centre.

OUT FOR 

A WALK

Ge�ing to know Cáceres is a 
surprise and a pleasure. Here 
are ten good moments that 
will allow you to enjoy it as if 
you were a local...

0908

World Heritage Site 

The Plaza 
Mayor, San 

Juan, Moret and 
Pizarro Streets or 

the enclosure within 
the walls itself are the 

best places to grab a 
beer and try everything 

that is surnamed Iberian. 

10 GOOD MOMENTS / WORLD HERITAGE SITE / CÁCERES

MomentsGood
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T           he old Roman metropolis always surprises the 
traveller. Its se�lement between two waterways and 
its designation as capital of the large territory 
Lusitania gave it a new function: to reproduce and 
emulate Rome in this unknown place of the Empire. 

Here, in addition to nurturing the traveller's curiosity 
with innumerable stories and legends, Mérida 
effortlessly shows the legacy of its heritage, and 
generously fulfills the purpose of sharing this cultural 

treasure with the world, without flaunting it. The majestic 
elegance of the Diana Temple or the proud symmetry of  
Trajan's Arch, the circus, the Roman Bridge (the longest 
built by the Empire) or the Los Milagros Aqueduct are just 
some of the historical wonders that can be enjoyed 
without spending a single euro.

a gift from 
history

ETERNAL EMÉRITA

Mérida has the most complete and 
best preserved monumental 

archaeological ensemble in Spain.

RIVER WALK

GUADIANA RIVER WALK 
Located on the banks of the Guadiana River, the 
nature area called La Isla is approximately two 
kilometres long and has 10.5 hectares of landscaped 
land. Here you will find a network of paths to explore 
and easily observe countless birds or contemplate 
monumental spaces like the Roman Bridge or the 
Moorish Citadel.  

Nevertheless, the must-see visits are the Roman 
Amphitheatre and Theatre. The la�er still retains its 
initial role with annual performances of the Mérida 
Classical Theatre Festival, a unique experience that you 
should not miss.

Although the culture of Mérida has Roman roots, it also 
offers glances to other civilisations. For example, it has 
the best collection of Visigothic sculptures conserved in 
the Baroque church of Santa Clara and a Moorish citadel 
that can be admired after a walk around La Isla (The 
Island) and the banks of the Guadiana River.

We can continue to see the old capital's metamorphosis 
today with examples of incorporating contemporary 
urban development with the Roman, Visigoth, Moorish 
and Christian legacy. The National Museum of Roman 
Art of Mérida, which holds the largest exhibit of the 

A�ending one of the performances is a way to enjoy 
the theatre in its purest form. The extraordinary 
acoustics, the variety of sets or the Graecian-Latin 
(ancient Greek) theme make this international 
festival a unique event. 

Mérida Classical Theatre Festival / www.festivaldemerida.es

Monumental City Consortium / www.consorciomerida.org
National Museum of Roman Art / www.museoarteromano.mcu.es

Mérida Tourism / www.turismomerida.org
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE...

MÉRIDA CLASSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 

In 2014 it was voted the second best national museum 
by its visitors. Beneath the large brick masonry arches 
designed by the architect Rafael Moneo, the 
archaeological findings of Emérita Augusta are 
guarded and displayed in a magnificent collection of 
sculptures and mosaics.

“TOP” VISIT 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROMAN ART

PERMANENT EXHIBITION

former Lusitania metropolis, the Convention Centre or 
the new State Library are notable examples of the 
contemporary architecture of this city.

LA ISLA AND THE ROMAN BRIDGE

LOS MILAGROS AQUEDUCT

1110

World Heritage Site 
CULTURAL TOURISM / WORLD HERITAGE SITE / MÉRIDA

EXPERIENCE
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7 birding
mérida

Mérida offers a wide variety of bars 
and tapas bars where you can 
enjoy its food. Its Roman tapas 
route is worth a visit in September. 
And if your thing is the night life, do 
not miss what  Mérida has to offer.    

Mérida is a paradise for bird 
lovers: from the banks of the 
Guadiana River you can see Alpine 
Swifts, Ca�le Egrets, Cormorants, 
Black-headed Gulls ... and of course 
White Storks.

The Diana Temple and its new adjacent leisure area 
is another of the destinations that we recommend in 
the capital city. Si�ing on one of its terraces and 
watching the imposing Roman Temple is priceless. 

Go back to the past with this celebration that 
commemorates the bimillennial of the death of 
Augustus. If you go dressed up as a Roman, you will 
have free access to the different scheduled activities.

Leisure 
in Mérida6

5 Diana 
Temple

4

Summer is the time of cultural festivals in 
Spain, and there is one that all eyes are set 
on. During July and August, its theatre 
becomes a stage for the culture of the 
classics. Having such a treasure so close 
by and not taking advantage of it would 
be an unforgivable sin, don't you think?

In 2010, it was declared a Festivity of National Touristic Interest 
due to the quality of carvings in the processions and its urban 
route, sprinkled with Roman remains. Do not miss the procession 
and Via Crucis that takes place inside the Roman amphitheatre 
venue during the early morning hours.

In the vicinity of Mérida you can enjoy 
short excursions of great interest: Cornalvo 
Nature Park and its Flora and Fauna 
Interpretation Centre, or a visit to the 
Alange Roman Baths and the Alange Castle 
will not disappoint you.
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MÉRIDA7 
the  

Mérida offers you seven alternatives 
so that you can live, feel and enjoy it. 
Seven proposals that include 
activities and shows that you should 
not miss. You can start by visiting its 
theatre festival, immerse in its cuisine 
having tapas, watching birds on the 
banks of the Guadiana River, or 
combining the capital of Mérida with 
visits to the nearby Cornalvo Nature 
Park or the Alange Roman Baths.    

Are you ready for 
Mérida's Magnificent 7?    
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           his is the cover le�er for Guadalupe and its 
monastery that the Catholic Queen Isabella I of 
Castile defined as "paradise on earth". She cherished 
the place to such an extent that the first gold that 
was brought from America was sent to this 
Extremadura village. In the same way, in 1496 
Christopher Columbus baptised the first Indians of 
the New World in the baptismal font, now turned 
into a fountain located in Santa María Square.

The visit to the monastery, one of the best examples 
of peninsular Mudejar art, is an excellent excuse to 
wander through its two impressive cloisters and 
delight in the artistic collections it treasures with 
embroidery, sculptures and paintings by such 
outstanding artists as El Greco, Goya, or Zurbarán 
who was born in Extremadura.

T 
Even today, many travellers come to contemplate the 
Monastery of Santa Maria de Guadalupe as did 
illustrious figures in past centuries such as the Catholic 

Queen Isabella's relationship with Guadalupe was 
very close. Her continuous journeys to the village, 
the tomb of her stepbrother Henry IV next to the 
church, or the custody of her will to the monks of the 
monastery are just some of the bonds established by 
the queen in her paradise, as she called it.

ISABELLA I OF CASTILE 

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?

THTHE CATHOLIC KINGS, anonymous (15  century)

LOS MILAGROS MUDEJAR CLOISTER

Kings, Christopher Columbus, Emperor Charles V, 
Philip II, Hernán Cortés, Santa Teresa de Jesús, 
Miguel de Cervantes, Góngora, Lope de Vega or 
Miguel de Unamuno.

No less a�ractive is the hamlet, Puebla de Guadalupe, 
that grew at the same time as the fame of the 
monastery and was declared Historic Ensemble in 
1943. The spectacular surroundings where it is 
located, the Sierra de las Villuercas, are also 

impressive and have recently been converted into 
Geopark because of its richness and geomor-
phological variety.

FOLLOW THE ARROW

LA PUEBLA DE GUADALUPE  
There is a self-guided tour so that you can get to 
know Guadalupe, an urban fabric of crammed 
streets and houses that grew alongside the monas-
tery. Follow the arrow and learn about the points 
and entrances that made this enclave the greatest 

thpilgrimage centre of Castile until the 17  century.

The square is the neuralgic point of the town and the 
social and festive axis of pilgrims and visitors. The 
important dates are September 8, Extremadura Day, and 
October 12 which commemorates the Hispanidad. 

Roads to Guadalupe / www.caminosaguadalupe.com

Real Monasterio de Guadalupe / www.monasterioguadalupe.com

Route of Isabella I of Castile / www.rutadeisabellacatolica.es

Tourist Office / www.oficinadeturismoguadalupe.blogspot.com

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE...

1514

Geopark / www.geoparquevilluercas.es

EXPERIENCE

CULTURAL TOURISM / WORLD HERITAGE SITE / GUADALUPE

PARADISE ON EARTH
GUADALUPE During the reign of the 

Habsburg Dynasty, Guadalupe 
was a national sanctuary in 

the mountains of Cáceres.

Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936)

World Heritage Site 

SANTA MARÍA SQUARE 

Its seven centuries of history have 
made it one of the main artistic and 

cultural centres of Extremadura.
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YUSTE
OF SAN JERÓNIMO DE
ROYAL MONASTERY

      n addition to the World Heritage Sites, Extremadura 
also has one of the four in Spain named European 
Heritage: The Royal Monastery of Yuste. 

Visiting is a must. Nestled in a magnificent deciduous 
forest, between the Gredos Mountain Range and the 
Mediterranean forest, this was the destination chosen by 
Emperor Charles I of Spain and V of Germany to rest and 
retire after a 40-year reign.

On the morning of 3 February 1557, the Emperor, carried 
in li�er by his entourage and weakened due to gout,  
arrived at the newly constructed and adapted palace, 
annexed to the church and to the monastery of the order 
of St Jerome.

Although the armies of Napoleon almost destroyed the 
building, after intensive years of restoration over the 
past decades the architectural ensemble of Yuste shows 

I its exceptional heritage, such as the imperial rooms where 
the Emperor dispatched his affairs, the Gothic and 
Renaissance cloisters or the church located in the centre of 
the monumental ensemble. 

Within the palace we can observe curious objects such as 
his collection of clocks, the li�er he used to be transported 

He who was sovereign of an 
empire from Naples to Peru, was 
not mistaken: out of all corners of 

the world, he chose La Vera.

THE EMPEROR'S LAST TRIP

The building is an exceptional example of Renais-
sance architecture in Spain. Inside you can visit the 
rooms where he lived for a year and a half, until his 
death in 1558. It is decorated with original furniture, 
along with pieces of great value such as the so-
called Charles V Clock, made in gold and platinum.

"TOP” VISIT

HOUSE-PALACE OF CHARLES V

GARDENS AND PALACE

from one place to another, or the chair  with a special 
footrest designed to mitigate the effects of gout. The 
Christian devotion of the Monarch ordered the 
construction of a bay in his private room in order to be able 
to see the altar of the church and thus be able to a�end 
Mass from his bed.

Since the arrival of the Monarch in 1557 his European 
legacy has been maintained through the European 
Academy of Yuste and its Charles V European Awards. 
Members such as Mikhail Gorbachev, Simone Veil or 
Jacques Delors received this distinction for their pro-
European work.

HIKING ROUTE

THE EMPEROR'S LAST TRIP 
If you want to relive the last trip of the Monarch from 
Jarandilla de la Vera to the Monastery of Yuste, try 
the Emperor's Route, a 10 km walk. Also, during the 
month of February a theatrical recreation of this 
trip takes place, along with musical performances, 
artisan markets, etc.  

This work of Eduardo Rosales (1868), located in the Prado 
Museum, recreates the official introduction of Prince 
John of Austria to Emperor Charles V. His recognition as a 
bastard child occurred in one of the halls of the palace in 
Yuste. Here, we can see the Monarch in a special chair 
because of his gout. There is a replica of this object within 
the royal quarters of the palace.

INTRODUCTION OF JOHN OF AUSTRIA 
TO EMPEROR CHARLES V (YUSTE)

RENAISSANCE CLOISTER

1716
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12 CULTURAL 
DESTINATIONS

We give you the keys to go through the 12 
cultural jewels of Extremadura. Many of 
them are historical sites and others deserve 
a special section within our most a�ractive 
destinations due to the richness of their 
heritage.

TRUJILLO

02

ALCÁNTARA

08

BADAJOZ

01
OLIVENZA

03

JEREZ DE LOS 
CABALLEROS

07

GRANADILLA

09

LLERENA

10

Extremadura is a fusion of historical influences: capital of the Roman 
Lusitania in the days of Emerita Augusta and millennial kingdom of Taifa 
controlled from the city of Badajoz; Romans, Visigoths, Muslims and Jews 
bequeathed their architecture, knowledge and even gastronomic recipes. 
The border with Portugal is yet another example which acts as more of an 
exchange of influences with our Portuguese neighbours than a barrier. All 
of these cultures have turned the region into a varied mosaic of heritage 
and culture that can be seen in every corner of its geography.

PLASENCIA

04
ZAFRA

05
CORIA

06

GALISTEO

11
SANTA LUCÍA
DEL TRAMPAL

12

Extremadura is a first class 
destination for cultural 

tourism with numerous and 
surprising a�ractions.

1918
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BADAJOZ

HOLY WEEK - CATHEDRAL.

               ore than a thousand years have passed since the 
Taifa kingdom of Badajoz was established, but its citadel 
(alcazaba) still stands proud on the hill of La Muela , 
contemplating the city that grew around it. Today 
various music festivals take place here with styles 
ranging from indie to flamenco, and from its slopes you 
can observe a wonderful sunset watching the reflections 
on the Guadiana River.

The history of Badajoz is that of border and dispute, 
besieged and conquered over centuries by Muslim, 
Christian, Portuguese, English, and French armies. Wars 
have marked its architecture, from its rampart walls to 
its particular cathedral, which resembles a fortress 
more than a temple.
But in Badajoz you should also visit the Plaza Alta, the 
fresh gardens of La Galera and the Convention Centre, a 
striking example of the conversion of a traditional space 
into brilliant contemporary architecture.

The people of Badajoz are crazy about their carnival, 
all they need is to paint their faces, put on a wig or a 
turtlenose and head to the fiesta. It is one of the most 
popular carnivals in Spain alongside those of Cádiz and 
Tenerife, and is declared of National Touristic Interest.   

FESTIVITIES OF INTEREST

BADAJOZ CARNIVAL 

TROUPE PARADE

The work on the rampart wall has 
enabled us to recover one of the 

most impregnable defensive 
systems in Europe.

Every spring the city prepares for one of the essential rendez-
vous in the national calendar. A festive event that brings 
together thousands of visitors in favour of tolerance, equality 
and sexual diversity.     >>  www.lospalomos.es

LOS PALOMOS FESTIVAL

M

Heritage: Alcazaba, rampart wall, San Juan 
Cathedral and Plaza Alta. 

Museums: Extremadura and Iberoamerican 
Contemporary Art Museum, Bullfighting Museum, 
City Museum Luis de Morales, Cathedral Museum.

Festivities and events: Carnival, Holy Week, Badasom, 
San Juan Fair and Los Palomos.

Badajoz tourism: www.turismobadajoz.es
MORE INFO

Gardens of interest: La Alcazaba and La Galera.

Take
note

NOT TO BE MISSED

 TRUJILLO / CULTURAL DESTINATIONS / CULTURAL TOURISM

TRUJILLO
The city, home to great 

discoverers, is an authentic open-
air museum of churches, castles 

and manor houses.

One of the best preserved alcazabas, which was refuge of 
Joanna of Castile, the Beltraneja, during her disputes with 
Isabella I of Castile. If you climb the walled perimeter, you will 
see Trujillo from a stork's point of view.

CASTLE

On Easter Sunday, the people of the town fill the 
Plaza Mayor dressed in the traditional Trujillo 
costume. They sing and dance together folk songs 
like "La punta y el tacón” (Toe and heel) or "Ay chiviri, 
chiviri ...!", that you will end up learning if you visit. 

FESTIVITIES OF INTEREST

EL CHÍVIRI

PLAZA MAYOR

JULIA TOWER

               f you arrive in Trujillo on a foggy day and you 
enter the main square, you are at risk of losing track of 
time, and for a moment you may even believe that you 
have been transported to another era. Trujillo preserves 
in its streets the essence of the discoverers who left 
Extremadura in search of the glory in the New World. 
This is where Francisco Pizarro, conqueror of Peru, and 
Orellana, discoverer of the Amazon River, grew up.

Once the fog has cleared, we recommend you climb up to 
the castle. The picturesque walk  is steep but well worth 
it when you get to the top where you can see the roofs of 
churches, palaces and convents of the monumental 
town, and if you turn around, you will see the plains and 
large granite boulders that surround Trujillo.
A perfect excuse to visit Trujillo is the Cheese Fair, held 
in May in the Plaza Mayor, which brings together 
hundreds of varieties of this delicacy for all to enjoy.

I

Heritage: Monumental Town of Trujillo. 
Cultural Interest Site.

Museums: Pizarro House Museum, Coria Museum, 
Trujillo Interpretation Centre, Costume Museum 
and Arts and Crafts Promotion Hall. 

Festivities and events: Holy Week, Easter, El Chíviri 
and the Cheese Fair.

Trujillo tourism: www.turismotrujillo.com
MORE INFO 

Wineries of interest: Habla and Granadas Coronadas.

Take
note

NOT TO BE MISSED
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Heritage: Monumental Town of Trujillo. 
Cultural Interest Site.

Museums: Pizarro House Museum, Coria Museum, 
Trujillo Interpretation Centre, Costume Museum 
and Arts and Crafts Promotion Hall. 

Festivities and events: Holy Week, Easter, El Chíviri 
and the Cheese Fair.

Trujillo tourism: www.turismotrujillo.com
MORE INFO 

Wineries of interest: Habla and Granadas Coronadas.

Take
note
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OLIVENZA

CASA DE MISERICORDIA

               n Portugal, there is the saying "you collect more 
than a Spaniard" because we are accused of having taken 
ownership of this territory through a somewhat lax 
interpretation of the agreements following Napoleon's 
invasion. In any case, Extremadura has the privilege of 
adding to its heritage the Magdalena Church, an 
authentic treasure of Manueline style; or the surprising 
altarpiece of the Santa Maria del Castillo Church, which 

represents a 10-meter high family tree. The Homenaje 
Tower has an ethnographic museum inside, and at the 
top there are great views of the meadow and olive 
groves. The Casa de Misercordia boasts of the beauty of 
the typical Portuguese white and blue tiles. 
Olivenza is a perfect place to spend a few days where you 
can remember the history that sunk Ajuda Bridge, and 
with it the communication with Portugal. Don't forget to 
taste the exclusive dessert técula mécula, and recover the 
nostalgia that looks onto Portugal from La Raya, the 
border.

thAnnexed to the 15  century Homenaje Tower and the 
King's Bakery (1755), the museum gathers the tradi-
tions and customs of Olivenza and its region in an 
exhibit that includes 26 themed halls. Do not leave 
without discovering the hall devoted to the meteorite 
that fell in Olivenza in 1924.

INTERESTING VISIT

GONZÁLEZ SANTANA ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM

SACRED ART HALL

Its nationality became a tug of 
war between Spain and Portugal 
for 700 years. Its Portuguese style 

is unmistakable.

thThis parish church from the early 16  century, a masterpiece 
of Manueline style, reminds us of the Portuguese past of 
Olivenza. In 2012, it was voted as The Best Corner in Spain by 
the Repsol Guide.              

MAGDALENA CHURCH

I

Heritage: Magdalena Church, Homenaje Walls 
and Tower, Ajuda Bridge and Casa de Misericordia.

Museums González Santana Ethnographic Museum.

Festivities and events: Bullfighting Festival and 
Iberian Bull Fair, Carnival and the Holy Week.

Olivenza Tourism: www.olivenza.es
MORE INFO

Gastronomy: Técula mécula.

Take
note

PLASENCIA

Nationally and internationally renowned artists meet in the 
capital of Jerte Valley once a year to enjoy the best of folk 
music, making the festival one of the most important in its 
category nationwide.

Few towns have two cathedrals. The old, of 
Romanesque style, was to be followed by a new one in 

ththe 16  century, of Gothic style, although it was not 
completed until almost 50 years of work due to lack of 
financing. Do not miss its interior, the cloister and the 
Cathedral Museum.

INTERESTING VISIT

OLD AND NEW CATHEDRAL

ALTAR MAYOR

WALLS

               n the north of Extremadura you will find "the 
capital without province", as the writer Miguel de 
Unamuno called it, surrounded by a powerful wall 
erected when Alfonso VIII of Castile founded it in 1186. 
Plasencia is a town with a stately elegance so natural it 
is surprising that it does not have greater recognition. 
In few parts of the world can you contemplate the 

transition from Romanesque to Gothic style in the old 
and new cathedrals united by the same nave, but built 
with two centuries of difference.
In addition, you can get a very clear idea of   what life 

th thwas like in the stately houses from the 15  to the 17  
centuries, since palaces like the Casa del Deán, Casa del 
Doctor Trujillo or the peculiar Casa de Argollas are 
preserved here. And as a curiosity, Plasencia has the 
honour of having the house with the smallest façade in 
Spain. Will you be able to find it?

I

Heritage: Cathedral, churches of S. Nicolás and San 
Salvador, Dominican Convent and Bullfighting arena. 

Museums: Cathedral Museum, Medieval City of 
Plasencia Interpretation Centre and "Pérez Enciso" 
Ethnographic Textile Museum.

Festivities and events: Holy Week, Martes Mayor, 
and International Folk Music Festival.

Plasencia tourism: www.plasencia.es
MORE INFO

Take
note

INTERNATIONAL FOLK FESTIVAL

 The colophon of the Extremadura 
Valley is this walled jewel. 
“To please God and men".

Gardens: Los Pinos Park and La Isla Park.
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Festivities and events: Bullfighting Festival and 
Iberian Bull Fair, Carnival and the Holy Week.

Olivenza Tourism: www.olivenza.es
MORE INFO

Gastronomy: Técula mécula.

Take
note
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completed until almost 50 years of work due to lack of 
financing. Do not miss its interior, the cloister and the 
Cathedral Museum.
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capital without province", as the writer Miguel de 
Unamuno called it, surrounded by a powerful wall 
erected when Alfonso VIII of Castile founded it in 1186. 
Plasencia is a town with a stately elegance so natural it 
is surprising that it does not have greater recognition. 
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transition from Romanesque to Gothic style in the old 
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Doctor Trujillo or the peculiar Casa de Argollas are 
preserved here. And as a curiosity, Plasencia has the 
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ZAFRA

PLAZA GRANDE

               lthough founded during Muslim rule, the flourish-
thing of Zafra was intensified in the 14  century when it 

became the capital of the Feria estate, thanks, among 
other things, to its strategic position on the commercial 
Silver Way.
When you visit its squares, La Grande and La Chica (the 
large and small), you can imagine the buzzing activity of 
the markets that se�led there and you will discover 

curiosities such as the Arab measuring rod, a mark on 
one of its columns that served as the unit of measure for 
the merchants. The Muslim footprint in Zafra can be seen 
in the Mudejar style of the fortress of the Dukes of Feria, 
which has been converted into a National Parador, and 
hides a beautiful white marble courtyard behind its 
walls, perfect for resting during the warm summer 
afternoons. The heritage of the people of Zafra (so-called 
segedanos) includes manor houses, convents and 
churches like that of La Candelaria, in whose altarpieces 
you will find works of Zurbarán or Churriguera.

Every September, around San Miguel Day, over one 
and a half million people come to Zafra to participate 
or visit this great ca�le fair where there are also 
numerous activities scheduled. This fair has been 
celebrated for more than five centuries! 

EVENT

INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK FAIR

AUCTION AREA

Zafra has always been an 
important commercial centre, 

meeting point of artisan guilds and 
social and religious institutions.

Created as something between a palace and a fortress in order 
to complete the defence of the city, it has been converted into a 
National Tourist Parador for the enjoyment of visitors.

DUKES OF FERIA FORTRESS

A

Heritage: Plaza Grande, Plaza Chica, Casa de Ajimez, 
La Encarnación Monastery, La Candelaria Church.

Museums: Santa Clara Museum 
(convent, nobility and city).

Festivities and events: International Livestock Fair, 
De la Luna al Fuego Festival.

Zafra Tourism: www.visitazafra.com
MORE INFO

Take
note

CORIACoria is one of the oldest towns in 
Extremadura: it was already the 
capital of the Ve�onian territory 

centuries before becoming Roman.

thThis festival has been documented in the 13  century (Fuero 
de Coria) as being the oldest festival to release bulls within a 
town in Spain. 

FESTIVITIES OF SAN JUAN

Built in 1686, the old royal prison maintains its 
original structure. Today it houses temporary 
exhibitions, an interesting archaeological collection 
and the Fuero de Coria (the jurisdiction of Coria's 
regional code of laws) which were awarded by 

th Alfonso IX at the beginning of the 13 century.

INTERESTING VISIT

ROYAL PRISON MUSEUM

ARCHEOLOGY ROOMS

STONE BRIDGE AND CATHEDRAL

               rapped in a Roman wall with 20 square towers, 
Coria offers you surprises like a bridge without a river. 
The explanation lies in the great earthquake of 1755 with 
epicentre in Lisbon that changed the course of the 
Alagón River as it passed through the city and left this 

th16  century bridge with no river to cross over.
This earthquake also damaged the structure of the 
Coria Cathedral, the only one in Spain without struc-

tural support columns. In the Cathedral Museum there 
is an important collection of sacred art and other pieces 
of interest including a relic of the tablecloth that was 
used in the Last Supper. In addition to numerous 

th thchurches and notable buildings from the 15  to the 18  
centuries, such as its magnificent castle, it is interesting 
to visit the botanical garden on the outskirts of the 
town, where you can see the indigenous flora of 
Extremadura and a large banana tree (Platanus 
hispánica), that is protected for its representative 
importance.

W

Heritage: Historical Ensemble of Coria, Roman Wall 
and Gates, Asunción Cathedral, Castle.

Museums: Cathedral Museum, Royal Prison 
Museum Exhibition.

Festivities and events: Festivities of San Juan, Descent 
of the Alagón River, International Guitar Festival.

CoriaTourism: www.turismo.coria.org
MORE INFO

Take
note
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MORE INFO

Take
note
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Alagón River as it passed through the city and left this 
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JEREZ DE LOS CABALLEROS

ALCAZABA

               he rich heritage of Jerez de los Caballeros is 
marked by its past as the headquarters of the warrior 
monks of the Order of the Temple, an institution on 
which legends and myths still resonate such as that of 
the Torre Sangrienta (Bloody Tower). Legend says that 
this stronghold was where the last knights were slain.  
Later, Jerez passed on to the Order of Santiago.  The 
ba�le nature of both orders can still be seen in the 

alcazaba and the city wall, which only preserves two of 
its six gates.
With a less violent tradition, the ornate baroque towers 
of the churches of San Miguel Arcángel and San 
Bartolomé along with those of Santa Catalina and Santa 
María de la Encarnación make up the unique Jerez 
skyline. Jerez de los Caballeros is also the birthplace of 
the explorer Vasco Núñez de Balboa, the first European 
to see the Pacific Ocean, whose native house is still 
preserved and can be visited.

This interpretation centre, which is located in the 
birthplace of the discoverer, provides an interesting 
way of learning about the man and the way of life 
during that time. It is also an a�ractive architectural 
example of combining innovation and tradition. 

INTERESTING VISIT

VASCO NÚÑEZ DE BALBOA HOUSE

INTERIOR

Noble and stately, Jerez de los 
Caballeros has been classified as a 

Historic Ensemble of Cultural Interest.

The skyline of Jerez de los Caballeros is undoubtedly one of its 
greatest singularities. The best view (in the picture) can be 
seen from the N-435, to the south of the town.       

SKYLINE

T

Heritage: Walled enclosure, alcazaba, palaces, 
temples and baroque towers.

Museums: Palacio de la Vicaría Sacred Art Museum, 
Vasco Núñez de Balboa House Interpretation Centre.

Festivities and events: Holy Week, Iberian Ham 
Trade Fair, Templar Festival.

Jerez Tourism: www.turismo.jerezcaballeros.es
MORE INFO

Take
note

ALCÁNTARA
Romans, Visigoths, Muslims, 
Sephardic Jews, Christians, 

military orders ... Is there anyone 
who has not crossed this bridge?

Built between 104 and 106 AD, this impressive work of 
engineering continues to challenge the passage of time. It was 
elected Best Corner of the Repsol Guide in 2014.

ROMAN BRIDGE

On August nights, the San Benito Convent opens its 
doors to all who wish to enjoy the best national 
classical theatre; the gallery known as Galería de 
Carlos V acts as an evocative stage for an always 
ambitious theatre programme. 

EVENT

ALCÁNTARA CLASSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 

THE TWO BANDOLIERS

SAN BENITO CONVENT

               lcántara is as ancient as the megalithic cultures 
which we can see by the numerous dolmens of the area 
and the Menhir del Cabezo. Its very name means "the 
bridge" (Al Qantara, as the Muslims called it), and its 
present location is due to this impressive structure on 
the Tagus River built during Roman rule. However its 
heritage goes much further due to the fact that it was 
the main headquarters of the Order of Alcántara. It has 

interesting examples like the San Benito Convent which 
is the se�ing for a prestigious classical theatre festival, 
or the Santa María de Almocóvar Church where you will 
find pieces such as the tomb of the knight commander 
Antonio Bravo de Jerez, made by Lucas Mitata, five 
paintings by Luis de Morales, a statue of a lying Christ 
a�ributed to Martínez Montañés and the basin where 
San Pedro de Alcántara, patron saint of Extremadura, 
was baptised.
It is also a gateway to the International Tajo Nature 
Park, a magnificent example of biodiversity.

A

Heritage: Roman Bridge, San Benito Convent, 
monumental ensemble, Menhir del Cabezo.

Museums: International Tajo Nature Park 
Interpretation Centre

Festivities and events: Alcántara Classical 
Theatre Festival  / www.festivaldealcantara.es

Alcántara Tourism: www.alcantara.es
MORE INFO

Take 
note
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MORE INFO
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GRANADILLA

GRANADILLA CASTLE

               id you know that in Extremadura you can be inside 
a water reservoir and stand on solid ground at the same 
time? This happens in the historical remains of 
Granadilla, which is in fact on floodable ground. During 
the construction of the Gabriel & Galán Reservoir in 1961, 
it was predicted that the village would be flooded and so it 
was ordered to be evacuated, but over the years its 
waters haven't harmed the village even when filled to 

maximum capacity. After its declaration as Historical 
Ensemble in 1980, it was included in the recovery 
programme for abandoned towns, until becoming one of 
the great a�ractions of the province of Cáceres. 
Perhaps nature wanted to protect this walled town and its 
castle of the XV century. The fact is that today you can 
enjoy a piece of medieval history in a natural film se�ing. 
At least, this is what Pedro Almodóvar must have thought 
when he filmed the final scenes of his film "Tie Me Up! Tie 
Me Down!". And to complement this visit we recommend 
the nearby Roman city of Cáparra, along the Silver Way.

If you want to have a 360º perspective of the magnifi-
cent surroundings of the Gabriel & Galán Reservoir, 
and get a be�er idea of   what this beautiful town was 
like, the best option is to take the circular walk on the 
wall that surrounds it.

CIRCULAR WALK ALONG THE WALL

WALK ALONG THE WALL

Like the song “Resistiré” in the final scene 
of Almodóvar's film "Tie Me Up! Tie Me 

Down!”, which was filmed here, Granadilla 
stands erect against everything.

It is the most significant element of the village and you can 
explore the whole castle. The upper part offers spectacular 
views of the town and its surroundings.

GRANADILLA CASTLE

D

Heritage: Castle, walls, Historical Ensemble.

Activities: Birdwatching tourism 
www.birdinginextremadura.com

Festivities and events: Floralia, Roman Spring 
Festival (Roman City of Cáparra)

Granadilla Tourism: www.turismoextremadura.com
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INTERESTING VISIT

LLERENAThe influx of important artists in 
th thLlerena during the 16  and 17  

centuries gave it the name of the 
small Athens of Extremadura.

The first two parts of the church tower are of Gothic Mudejar 
style and the remaining three Renaissance. During spring and 
summer, it houses an impressive colony of Lesser kestrels.

IGLESIA MAYOR TOWER

CERAMICS HALL

Located in the Episcopal Palace or Casas Prioral, the 
first headquarters of the Inquisition in Llerena 
houses a magnificent Mudejar courtyard inside and 
a permanent exhibition of the works selected at the 
Regional Craft Awards.

INTERESTING VISIT

LLERENA HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

               f you are in the shadow of the Nuestra Señora de 
la Granada Church Tower, you are in the Plaza Mayor of 
Llerena which over the centuries has served as a market, 
se�ing for festivities and even bullfighting. Now it is the 
centre of life in the town and where you can enjoy the 
peculiar Portal de la Casineta, its twelve arches rivalling 
with the nine arches of the Portal de Morales, where it is 
believed that the painter Zurbarán lived.

This magnificent square, the noble houses and palaces 
th like that of Zapata, Maestral or Prioral, from the 15

century which later became the headquarters of the 
Holy Office of the Inquisition Tribunal, or convents such 
as that of Santa Clara, which still maintains a religious 
function, have led Llerena to be declared a Historical 
Ensemble. This is one more reason to lose yourself in its 
streets and discover the traces of Moorish and Jewish 
cultures or the evolution of Gothic to Baroque.

I

Heritage: Iglesia Mayor, Santa Clara Convent, 
Plaza Mayor, walls, palaces.   

Museums: Llerena Historical Museum, Santa 
Clara Convent Sacred Art Museum.

Festivities and events: Extremadura Matanza & Feria 
del Embutido (dried meats), Carnival, Cultural Week.

Llerena Tourism: www.llerena.org/turismo/
MORE INFO

Take
note
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GALISTEO

GOLF IN GALISTEO

               ocated in northwest Cáceres, near Plasencia, the 
wall that surrounds Galisteo evidences its privileged 
and disputed location in the vicinity of the union of the 
Jerte and Alagón Rivers. This village was declared a 
Historical Site due to the diversity of legacies left by the 
cultures that inhabited it: the walled enclosure of the 
Almohad period, with the original aspect of its 
construction based on river boulders; the La Asunción 

Church with its Mudejar apse; the medieval La Picota 
Tower and traces of Jewish culture that remain in the 
oldest houses.
As for the wall, you can walk most of it following its 
chemin de ronde, although you must be cautious when 
going up or down. One of the a�ractions of doing this is 
to watch and listen to the numerous cranes that winter 
in the fields surrounding the town. And as a curiosity, if 
you are fond of golf or want to try, the town has a course 
with 18 holes.

The Niño de Dios Brotherhood has preserved up to 37 
religious themed theatre plays, Auto Sactamentales, 
created to portray morals. This tradition goes back 

thto at least the 17  century and is of great cultural 
value due to the abundance of vocabulary. They are 
performed every December 25.

“AUTO SACRAMENTAL”

PERFORMANCE

Probably of Ve�onian origin, later an official 
Roman "mansio" stopping place, Moorish old 
town, Jewish quarter ... another se�lement 

that retains its blended  characteristic.

Of Almohad origin, it was raised with earth, lime and river 
stones. It is 3 meters thick, 11 meters high and has three gates: 
Puerta del Rey, Puerta de Santa María and Puerta de la Villa.

ALMOHAD WALL

L

Heritage: Wall, Historical Site, Manrique de Lara 
Bridge, Asunción Church.

Activities: Golf, birdwatching tourism .

Festivities and events: Religious theatre: Autos 
sacramentales, Las Rajas.

www.turismoextremadura.com
MORE INFO

Take
note

EVENT

STA. LUCÍA DEL TRAMPALSanta Lucía, Sierra del Centinela, 
Ataecina ... It seems that this landscape 

is related to the visible or the hidden 
depending on how one looks at it.

A few meters from this beautiful building you will find an 
interpretation centre where you will be able to decipher some 
of the enigmas that surround it.

SANTA LUCÍA DEL TRAMPAL BASILICA

MONTÁNCHEZ AND CASTLE

To complete the visit to Alcuéscar and to the Santa 
Lucía Basilica, we propose a visit to the nearby town 
of Montánchez (10 km.) and its magnificent castle, 
also famous for its Iberian hams.

MONTÁNCHEZ

               ext to the town of Alcuéscar, halfway between 
Cáceres and Mérida, near the old Silver Way and nestled 
in the Sierra del Centinela, you will find a Visigoth 
treasure: the Santa Lucía del Trampal Basilica, the only 
one of its style still standing in the south of the Iberian 
Peninsula.
Recovered in 1980, only the central part of the original 
church remained consisting of three naves, a special 

central transept and three free-standing aisles. Even 
though some of the lateral rooms have disappeared, we 
know of their layout thanks to the archaeological 
excavations. However, it is striking that the Santa Lucía 
Basilica is built entirely with reused masonry that 
belonged to other older buildings, many of which 
contain Roman inscriptions. A dozen of these inscrip-
tions belong to aras: altars devoted to one of the most 
important Iberian deities, previous to the Roman time, 
called Ataecina.

N

Heritage: Santa Lucía del Trampal Basilica, 
La Asunción Church, manor houses.

Museums: Santa Lucía del Trampal 
Interpretation Centre.

Festivities and events: National Modern Dance 
Contest (Alcuéscar), La Sorpresa (Arroyomolinos).

www.turismoextremadura.com
MORE INFO

Take
note

INSIDE THE BASILICA

INTERESTING VISIT
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To speak of Roman rule in Extremadura is to speak of Mérida, or Emérita Augusta as the then-capital of Lusitania was 
known as. The remains of this old Roman city - which are numerous and all excellently preserved - include the bridge 

over the Guadiana River, temples, an amphitheatre, theatre, circus, and an extraordinary water supply system. 
It was granted UNESCO World Heritage status in 1993.

But the stamp of Rome can be seen across the whole of Extremadura. There are roads 
such as The Silver Way, bridges like the one in Alcántara, theatres such as those in 

Regina and Medellín, and ancient natural thermal baths 
that have been converted into spas.

The city of Cáparra has a majestic tetrapylon arch, with the 
Silver Way road passing underneath it. Next to it, there are 

ruins that transport us to daily life in a modest Roman villa: 
hot springs, temples, domus...

Today close to 4,000 travellers take 
the Extremadura section of the route 

on foot or bicycle each year.

THE ROMAN WORLD ...

PILGRIMS ON 
THE SILVER WAY 

... AND THE VÍA DE LA PLATA

In spite 
of its name, The Silver 

Way had nothing to do with a 
trading route for this precious metal. The 

name came from the Arabic term ‘balata’ which 
refers to the flagstones that the road is made from. 

The route runs through Extremadura from north to south, 
or south to north if you prefer, and originally joined Italica 

(next to where Seville now stands) to Asturica Augusta 
(Astorga), crossing the whole region and passing through 

Mérida.  It was one of the main roads supporting communica-
tions through Hispania, and during centuries was witness to 

turmoil and the continuous transit of merchants, troops, 
traders, and travellers. 

If you choose to go, ancient cities, theatres, amphithea-
tres, temples, aqueducts, hot springs, bridges, and 
fortresses all await you. It’s a voyage that’s about 

the journey, not the destination, with towns 
and cities giving you excuses to make  

stops along the way.

3332

(THE SILVER WAY)
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I
spas

off the silver way

ALANGE

ALCÁNTARA AUGUSTÓBRIGA TEMPLE

ZALAMEA DYSTYLE

VENI, VIDI... MÉRIDA

REGINA: THE POMPEII OF EXTREMADURA

THEATRES 

MEDELLÍN O METELLINUM
The Mérida Classical Theatre Festival is the 
most important in the whole country, and a 

key event on the European level.

MÉRIDA CLASSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 
GALLERY OF THE MEDELLÍN 
THEATRE AND CASTLE

A

REGINA TURDULORUM THEATRE

AUGUSTÓBRIGA TEMPLE ALANGE ROMAN THERMAL BATHS ALCÁNTARA BRIDGE

   n Rome, the art form of theatre had a clear objective: to serve as propaganda about their lifestyle in the conquered 
territories, so the buildings sprang up in places where the Empire had se�led. Today, the spaces give hundreds of 
people the chance to enjoy classic and contemporary culture in a spectacular se�ing - and the theatre in Mérida is an 
outstanding example. The Roman Theatres in Regina and Medellín (the latest to be discovered in the region) are 
other examples of these living stage se�ings.

The ancient city of Regina Turdulorum is located in Casas de Reina, in the south of the Badajoz 
province. Its theatre, with space for over a thousand spectators, has been brought back to life, 
and now forms part of the programme for the Merida Classical Theatre Festival. 

Another location used for Mérida’s festival is the 
recently discovered and renovated Medellín Theatre. 
Much of the seating and set have been preserved, and it 
is particularly special thanks to its location at the foot 
of the  XIV century Medellín Castle.

The Mérida Roman Theatre is worthy of all the a�ention in itself, however watching top 
Spanish actors bring to life the immortal verse of plays on the illuminated stage on 
summer nights is a truly unforge�able experience. And if you aren’t lucky enough to 
visit in summer, you’ll still be able to enjoy its incredible standard of preservation.  

              s well as ba�ling and conquering, the Empire also knew how to relax. Proof of this are the Roman thermal 
baths conserved in Extremadura which continue to pass their healing properties to travellers in the XXI century.

The original Roman baths at the Baños de 
Montemayor Spa in the Ambroz Valley are 
beautifully preserved.

The Roman thermal baths at Alange Spa form 
part of the Mérida Heritage Site.

BAÑOS DE MONTEMAYOR

The majestic bridge over the Tagus River is a truly 
unique site. You can also visit the town's collection of 
remarkable monuments.

T        he Roman presence throughout the whole of Extremadura is testament to the significant reach of Roman rule 
that peppered the land with important architectural remains.  

On the outskirts of Bohonal de Ibor you will find this 
temple, which was transferred stone-by-stone from its 
original location after the Valdecañas Reservoir was built. 

CORIA'S WALLS

Coria’s walls are home to other architectural gems that 
can’t be missed.

Zalamea de la Serena is home to the peninsula’s only 
conserved dystyle (column): a funerary monument 
erected in the year 103 AD.

VÍA DE LA PLATA AND THE ROMAN WORLD / CULTURAL TOURISMVÍA DE LA PLATA AND THE ROMAN WORLD / CULTURAL TOURISM

BAÑOS DE MONTEMAYOR ROMAN THERMAL BATHS 

3534

www.festivaldemerida.es
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            xtremadura is and was a welcoming land to 
all travellers, among them the people most 
known for their travelling lifestyle: Jews were a 
part of almost all of the region’s important areas. 
For example, they had been in Mérida since 
Roman times with the greatest numbers arriving 
between the XIII and XV centuries. Here, the 
Sephardic presence endured longer than in other 
regions, and it became a place of refuge for the 
Jewish population when racial and religious 
conflicts took a grave turn. Its proximity to 
Portugal, where many eventually ended up, 
converted Extremadura into a type of ‘promised 
land’ for the Jews. This was especially true of the 
north, and many of their traces remain in towns 
across the region.

Follow the star

Every year the celebration of 'Los Conversos' (the 
converts) takes place in Hervás in July. It is one of the few 
recreations of the Jewish way of life, and the whole town 
dresses up and takes part in this celebration of their roots.

ESSENTIALS

LOS CONVERSOS (HERVÁS)

THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES

The Promised Land

EXTREMADURA'S
JEWISH QUARTERS E

www.losconversos.com

EXTREMADURA'S JEWISH QUARTERS / CULTURAL TOURISM
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plasenciahervás
This is one of the most well-conserved and 
probably the most picturesque Jewish quarters. 
Wood from local chestnut trees, adobe, and stone 
all shape this area, with narrow streets where 
you can still see the arcades built to protect the 
trader families' merchandise.

Those who decide to visit Hervás will 
not forget it - it's like travelling into 

the past but with all the 
conveniences we have today.

It was another important Jewish area in 
Extremadura and although its buildings were in 
many cases converted - as is the case with the old La 
Mota Jewish Quarter, currently occupied by the 
Mirabel Palace and San Vicente Ferrer Convent - 
there are still charming places to visit such as Calle 
Arenillas in the New Jewish Quarter.

The characteristic whitewashed buildings 
and humble character of the area contrast 
with the stately feel of the noble medieval 
houses, and add a distinct architectural 
identity to the Cáceres Old Town. 
What was once the synagogue is now the San 
Antonio Chapel.

The Medieval Market takes place every 
November, and recreates the time when 
Muslims, Jews, and Christians lived alongside 
each other in harmony. It's an excellent reason 
to go and visit Cáceres.

www.redjuderias.org

cáceres
valencia

de alcántara

This is another important Jewish area, and the 
most extensive. The so-called Gothic Jewish 
Quarter still has more than 200 façades with 
granite archways within its 19 streets, and was 
a gateway for the Jewish exodus to Portugal, 
as shown by its similarities with the nearby 
town of Castelo de Vide. 

The Valencia de Alcántara Synagogue is the 
only one to have been preserved in the region. 
Normally they would have been converted 
into churches, but this one was set aside for 
more practical purposes - as a slaughter-
house and coal bunker. Ask about a guided 
tour at the local tourist office.

www.valenciadealcantara.es 

When you visit Valencia de 
Alcántara you will come across La 
Raya, a space where Hispanic and 
Portuguese cultures meet on both 

side of the border.

Walking through the old Jewish 
Quarter or San Antonio Chapel you 

will discover one of the most 
peaceful spots in this historic city.

www.plasencia.es

Essentials - Jewish Cemetery

Essentials - Medieval Market
Esenciales - Synagogue

OLD SYNAGOGUESAN ANTONIO CHAPEL, OLD JEWISH QUARTER

THE JEWISH QUARTER FROM THE CASTLE LOOKOUT MIRABEL PALACE
www.visitambroz.com 

Essentials - otoño mágico

No ma�er what time of year you visit Hervás it'll 
be great, but during the Otoño Mágico (Magical 
Autumn) celebrations in the Ambroz Valley it's 
even more beautiful (if that's possible). A huge 
array of local delicacies, tourist activities, and 
cultural events are all there to be enjoyed every 
weekend throughout November.

Jewish cemeteries had to be built on virgin land, 
on a gradient, and facing Jerusalem; the one in 
Berrocal in Plasencia is unique - it has been 
turned into a museum and is open to the public.

3938
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The aljama (a community of Moors 
and Jews living under Christian rule 

in the Iberian Peninsula) in 
Plasencia was one of the most 

economically powerful in the XIII 
century, and this can still be seen in 

the thriving town of Jerte.
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Feria (Badajoz)
Rincón de la Cruz

Robledillo de Gata 
(Cáceres)
Árrago River

White: the colour 
dominates 

Badajoz's towns.

You'll notice a lot of wood, 
granite, and slate in the 

province of Cáceres.

TRADITIONAL 

Built using a combination of tradition, necessity, and intuition: these buildings were put together by the 
artisans and people who lived in them without any architect ge�ing involved along the way. The 
buildings are defined by the needs of each family, the weather, and the materials available at the time and 
place. This is why traditional architecture in Extremadura differs across the region from north to south.

TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE 
INTERPRETATION CENTRE 

The interpretation centre is located in the restored Santa María 
de la Encina Church, said to be of Templar origin. The exhibition 
displays the different materials and styles used in traditional 
Extremadura  architecture over the course of history.

Burguillos del Cerro (Badajoz)

INTERESTING VISIT
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GARGANTA LA OLLA

SAN MARTÍN DE TREVEJO 

Traditional architecture in the province of 
Cáceres is characterised by its use of slate, 
granite, and wood, which come together to 
form picturesque constructions. Greater levels 
of rainfall meant taller constructions were 
built to protect the upper levels, and 
overhanging beams were used to protect the 
lower levels from the rain.

In the La Vera region there are five historic 
pockets where you can discover hidden 
delights of architecture: Cuacos de Yuste - its 
old town has been designated a  Paisaje 
Pintoresco (picturesque landscape); 
Garganta la Olla, where you can visit the  The 
Inquisition Museum; Pasarón de la Vera, 
where you can see the inside of a traditional 
highland construction at the Pecharromán 

FREGENAL DE LA SIERRA

ZAFRA

Museum; Valverde de la Vera, with its main 
square having a collection of shining examples 
of typical architecture; and lastly Villanueva de 
la Vera, with a porticoed pentagonal square. 

In other regions across the north of 
Extremadura you can find other great 
examples: farmhouses using slate, such as El 
Gasco or Riomalo de Arriba in Las Hurdes; and 
wooden structures such as those you'll find at 
Sierra de Gata, San Martín de Trevejo, 
Robledillo de Gata, and Trevejo itself, where 
time appears to have come to a standstill.

Other examples you'll fall in love with are the 
beautiful pockets of Hervás and its Jewish 
Quarter; and parts of Valle del Jerte such as 
Cabezuela del Valle, Jerte, and Navaconcejo. 
And further south, in the Villuercas Ibores Jara 
Geopark, the historic town of Guadalupe.

Traditional architecture in the south of 
Extremadura is characterised by one colour: 
white. This is because of the whitewash which 
was used (and is still used today) to protect the 
walls from the heat of the sun. It makes the 
towns stand out on the landscape and they have 
become known as the white villages. 

It is precisely the heat that has made southern 
architecture what it is. Low houses with thick 
brick walls, with adobe to insulate the interior 
(thanks to the Mudejar influence), and one sole 
passageway that goes through the house and in 
many cases opens up to a patio or yard. 
Sometimes there would have been a second 
floor, known as doblado which would have been 
used for storage, though it was normal to 
disguise this by having a balcony or other 

additions to make it look as though it was 
another normal floor, and thus elevate the 
status of the dwelling. Another curious detail is 
that due to the Andalusian influence, the further 
south you get the more decorative the doors of 
the houses are.

These types of buildings are normal across the 
whole of the south of the Guadiana to Andalusia, 
but ones to recommend in particular are: 
Berlanga with mouldings and use of plants; 
Feria, which has many examples of these types 
of dwellings adapted to the region's unique 
terrain; Fregenal de la Sierra, Zafra and Jerez de 
los Caballeros, all characterised by their use of 
railings, balconies, and large doors with granite 
surrounds. It is also interesting to see the unique 
chimneys and the influence of Portuguese 
culture on the buildings in Olivenza and its 
border regions.

CÁCERES BADAJOZ

TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE / CULTURAL TOURISM

4342
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Extremadura's buildings 
contain references to all the 
cultures that have passed 
through the region. But as well 
as having this wealth of 
historical heritage, we're never 
far from the latest in cu�ing-
edge architecture and trends. 
And we have an original take 
on it: integration with the 
environment is an essential 
component of modern 
Extremadura constructions.

Badajoz

CONFERENCE 
CENTRE

Framed in the 
Bastión de San 
Roque, part of the 
XVII century wall 
surrounding the city 
of Badajoz, is a 
building that is unique 
for a number of reasons. Its 
circular design, recalling the town's old 
bullring on whose plot it now stands; the 
screen covering it; and the way the building 
and screen are illuminated at night, giving 
an air of optimism and development. These 
were the factors taken into account when it 
was named one of the highlights of new 
Spanish architecture by the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York.

People have been 
enjoying and studying 
this temple in Mérida 
since the first century 
and now, thanks to a 
remodel of its 

surroundings, it is once again a meeting point 
and part of the city's old forum. Its open design 
means it is even more accessible, and the design 
now allows the monument to be appreciated 
from a number of different perspectives. It is the 
city's gift, temple, and space, and as with so 
many other of Mérida's monuments, it is 
completely free of charge to see. 

“One of the best 
examples of new 

Spanish 
architecture” 
according to 

MOMA.

Mérida Cáceres

Centre for
Visual Arts

HELGA DE ALVEAR

Badajoz

CONFERENCE 
CENTRE

The square is a 
meeting point 

once again, 
thanks to a 

recent remodel.

Badajoz Conference Centre

CUTTING-EDGE ARCHITECTURE / CULTURAL TOURISM
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Cáceres

Centre
of Visual Arts

HELGA DE ALVEAR

Helga de 
Alvear's private 
collection is one 

of the most 
important in 

Europe.

The transformation of 
the centre with a new 
design from architects 
Tuñón and Mansilla is 
still under way, but the 
space is home to 
gallery owner Helga 

de Alvear's impressive 
collection of contemporary art. It is free of 
charge. The gallery is in a modernist building 
dating from 1910 in the limits of the Old Town 
of Cáceres, known as Casa Grande. The 
building was renovated in an a�empt to 
“listen to the place and imagine a city that 
could, without renouncing our times, be able 
to preserve the way the city breathes”.

Casar de
Cáceres

BUS
STATION

Can something as 
mundane as a bus 
station really be a work 
of art? In Extremadura, 
yes. Imagine if a sheet 
of rigid concrete could 
be as malleable as a piece of 
play dough. This must have 
been what architect Justo García was thinking 
in 2004 when he designed the double loop that 
forms the building. The larger one forms a 
canopy over the bus parking and passenger 
unloading area, sheltering them from the sun 
and rain. The smaller one houses the service 
and rest area.

It was on the 
cover of several 
magazines and 
was a finalist in 
the prestigious 
Premios FAD de 

Arquitectura 
awards.

EL ANILLO 
(THE RING)

Gabriel & Galán 
Reservoir

This is a centre of 
sporting innovation 
nestled in the 
natural environ-
ment. Its name 
comes from the 
form of the building: 
a circular hole framed 
by the peninsula of the 
Gabriel & Galán Reservoir. The construction 
is integrated with the surrounding environ-
ment, and its facilities include the latest 
sports innovations and apply the most 
ingenious methods: the roof of El Anillo is 
actually a track made of materials that 
allow athletes to study their steps, footwear 
and track surface. 

You can sail, 
windsurf, 

canoe, hike, and 
mountain bike.

Atrio Restaurant and 
Hotel is one of those 
examples that manages 
to seamlessly combine 
respect for historical 
heritage and a love of 

the avant-garde: both in its 
architecture, and its kitchen. Set in the Old Town 
of Cáceres, the interior appearance changes 
throughout the day thanks to its rectilinear 
jamb structure that splashes light through the 
building as time passes. On its walls hang works 
from some of the most important contemporary 
artists: Warhol, Saura, Tapies, Baselitz, Höfer, 
Thomas Ruff...

Cáceres

ATRIO
Restaurant
and Hotel

Awarded the 
Premio FAD award 
and recognised as 

one of the best 
examples of 

architecture in 
Spain (BIAU).

4746
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ne of the best ways to learn about a Oregion is to have a storyline to guide us 
and tell us about what we can see around 

us, and show how the land has shaped history and 
local culture. In Extremadura there are countless 
stories we could tell to help unravel the mysteries 
of the land. The tourist routes we introduce here 
are great examples of how you can see the region 
through the eyes of the historical figures who have 
passed through.

This is the point where many stories come together. 
It has been the epicentre of Extremadura spiritual-

thity and history since the 13  century, and is a 
shining example of the Mudejar Gothic style. It is a 
must-see experience.

ESSENTIALS

ROYAL MONASTERY OF GUADALUPE

MUDEJAR CLOISTER

Thanks to its strategic location, Trujillo has played a 
significant role in the history of the lands, and is a 
fixture on many historical routes through Extremadura. 
A statue of Francisco Pizarro, one of Trujillo's eminent 
descendants, dominates the town's porticoed square.

TRUJILLO

of the land first-hand.
Experience the history 

RoutesHISTORICAL

4948

EXPERIENCE

HISTORICAL ROUTES / CULTURAL TOURISM



ne of the best ways to learn about a Oregion is to have a storyline to guide us 
and tell us about what we can see around 

us, and show how the land has shaped history and 
local culture. In Extremadura there are countless 
stories we could tell to help unravel the mysteries 
of the land. The tourist routes we introduce here 
are great examples of how you can see the region 
through the eyes of the historical figures who have 
passed through.

This is the point where many stories come together. 
It has been the epicentre of Extremadura spiritual-

thity and history since the 13  century, and is a 
shining example of the Mudejar Gothic style. It is a 
must-see experience.

ESSENTIALS

ROYAL MONASTERY OF GUADALUPE

MUDEJAR CLOISTER

Thanks to its strategic location, Trujillo has played a 
significant role in the history of the lands, and is a 
fixture on many historical routes through Extremadura. 
A statue of Francisco Pizarro, one of Trujillo's eminent 
descendants, dominates the town's porticoed square.

TRUJILLO

of the land first-hand.
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th n the middle of the 16 century the IEmperor, who reigned over half of Europe, 
chose to step back and spend his last days 

somewhere that had been described to him as 
peaceful, tranquil, and remote, with pleasant 
weather. With this in mind, Charles V crossed 
Spain from Laredo in Cantabria, arriving at 
The Monastery of Yuste, in La Vera. Today the 
trip is a mapped out cultural activity - the 
Extremadura section can be done on foot in a 
day- it's called the Charles V Route (PR-CC 01). 
Tornavacas sits at one end, and Jarandilla de la 
Vera at the other, with the rough Tormantos 
Mountain Range linking the two. 

Another more accessible option is to follow the 
Route of the Emperor which is just 10 km, going 
from Jarandilla de la Vera to The Monastery of 
Yuste, a European Heritage site. On the walk 
you will be surrounded by nature, with sites 
along the way such as Counts of Oropesa 
Castle, today a Parador de Turismo. This was 
Charles V's temporary residence while works 
on his residence at the monastery were being 
completed. And then there are all of the 
monuments at Cuacos de Yuste, where among 
other things you will find the House of Jeromín, 
who was the emperor's bastard son, known 
la�erly as Prince John of Austria.

The route is open and accessible all year round but a 
particularly special time to visit is in February, 
when the region celebrates the Emperor passing 
through, with theatrical performances and all types 
of  festivities.

ESSENTIALS

ROUTE OF THE EMPEROR

JARANDILLA DE LA VERA

Monastery of Yuste

Echoes of an Empire
Route of CHARLES·V

xtremadura has been the se�ing (both Eliterally and figuratively) of significant 
moments in the history of Isabella the 

Catholic. The TVE television series 'Isabel' was filmed 
in the Old Town of Cáceres, and it was an important 
place for the real Isabella too. It is said that Isabella 
herself patched up the flag of Saint George, a flag that 
was of major historical significance at the time and 
continues to be important today: it represented the 
coat of arms of Castille and Aragón united for the 
first time.

Of particular importance in the life of Queen Isabella 
was the Monastery of Guadalupe, or “my paradise” as 
she would call it. It was there that she refused to 
marry Alfonso V of Portugal and later, by then with 
Ferdinand, where she met with Christopher 
Columbus to organise the funding of his voyage to the 
Indies. Another significant enclave was Plasencia, 
where Joanna la Beltraneja and Alfonso V of Portugal 
were married, declaring themselves King and Queen 
of Castille and starting the War of Succession. 
Isabella the Catholic's rival lived in Trujillo itself, until 
Isabella's armies handed over the castle in 1477. 
Princess Isabella's wedding to Portuguese monarch 
Manuel I took place in Valencia de Alcántara. She was 
the Catholic King and Queen's first daughter. And 
Ferdinand the Catholic died in Madrigalejo.

These are just some of the places to visit related to 
Isabella. There are a lot more stories and experiences 
ready for you to discover. 

Find out more about them at:

In August every year the town of Valencia de Alcántara 
celebrates the wedding that crossed borders, celebrat-
ing the union of the Catholic monarchs with the 
Portuguese monarch. It's a great excuse to get to know 
more about the area and Spain's border with Portugal.

ESSENTIALS

BODA REGIA (ROYAL WEDDING)

THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES

www.rutadeisabellacatolica.es

Live the history
THE CATHOLIC

Route of ISABELLA

Old Town of Cáceres
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Jerez de los Caballeros

any Extremadura explorers took Mpart in the discovery of the New 
World: following their paths gives 

you the chance - five centuries later - to discover 
the land they left behind. 

You can start at the home of Núñez de Balboa, in 
Jerez de los Caballeros, now converted into a 
museum about the period. Pedro de Valdivia set 
off from Villanueva de la Serena to discover Chile 
- or 'New Extremadura' as he called it. He was 
accompanied by Inés de Suárez, born in 
Plasencia, and it was she who named Chile's 
capital city Santiago. She was also the protago-
nist of Isabel Allende's novel “Inés of My Soul”.

Guadalupe and its monastery are both the origin 
and the end point of expeditions to America: 
there, Columbus spoke to the Catholic monarchs 
about them funding his voyage, and when he 
returned it was where the first indigenous 
people of South America to set foot in Spain were 
baptised. Trujillo was home to many explorers: 
Francisco Pizarro, who is represented on 
horseback in a statue on the main square, and 
Francisco de Orellana, who discovered the 
Amazon. Their houses are still standing today: 
Pizarro's house is now a museum dedicated to 
him, and Orellana's has been converted into a 
hotel. These are just some of the names you will 
learn on the route, which also covers other cities 
such as Cáceres, Medellín, Badajoz, and Mérida. 
Discover them for yourself at: 

The
Route of 

Their names have 
become legendary

This was the home of Hernán Cortés who discovered 
Mexico, and the magnificent castle houses an 
exhibition showing firearms, armour, and other 
items used on the expeditions to the Americas. The 
latest Roman theatre to have been restored in 
Extremadura stands at the foot of the town.

ESSENTIALS

MEDELLÍN

ROMAN THEATRE AND CASTLE

Magacela Dolmen and Castle

WayMOZARABIC
EXPLORERS

This stately building houses a museum with more 
than 3,000 pieces showcasing the clothes, customs, 
and traditions of Don Benito and the region from 

ththe end of the 19  century.  It's an interesting place 
to take a break along the way.

ESSENTIALS

DON BENITO ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM

THE BUILDING'S INTERIOR

The full name of this route is the Mozarabic Way of 
Santiago and you can start in Almería, Málaga or 
Jaén. From there you arrive in Mérida, where you 

join the Vía de la Plata (the Silver Way) and finally end up in 
Santiago de Compostela. The Mozarabs - Christians who 
lived in the Islamic territories of Al Andalus - also wanted to 
reach the Compostela Cathedral, so they drew up their own 
route to reach the holy city. Luckily the route has been 
restored and is now accessible once again.

Coming from Córdoba, the Mozarabic Way enters 
Extremadura through Monterrubio de la Serena, a place 
with its own designation of origin olive oil, Aceite de 
Monterrubio, and a museum dedicated to the liquid 
gold. The next stop is Castuera, which also has a food 
museum: this one is dedicated to turrón (nougat) which 
is typical of the region. After that, you come to 
Magacela, to the shade of its castle. Don Benito follows, 
one of the most populated towns on the route, where 
the Carmelitas Descalzas Convent was the se�ing for 
the famous film “Marcelino, pan y vino”. Medellín is one 
of the last towns, and is home to both a castle and, 
thanks to excavations, a magnificent Roman Theatre at 
the Church of Santiago, which has been converted into 
a museum.

The path ends in Mérida, a World Heritage Site thanks 
to its Roman past and stunning monuments such as the 
Basilica of Santa Eulalia, considered the first Christian 
temple to be built in Hispania after the Peace of 
Emperor Constantine.

       www.caminomozarabedesantiago.com

¡Buen camino!

www.turismoextremadura.com
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Cultural
activities

Museums, fiestas, ancient 
traditions, festivals... 
Extremadura offers 
countless cultural options 
for you to explore, opening 
you up to the world around 
you. Don't let the chance to 
discover them pass you by.

Museums FlamencoFestivals

Fiestas 
and 
Traditions

Dehesa 
and 
bulls

Los Palomos Festival (Badajoz) Cáceres Holy Week (Festival of International Touristic Interest)

Festivities of San Juan (Coria)National Museum of Roman Art (Mérida)

Badasom Festival (Badajoz)

5554
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Festivals

Alcántara Classical Theatre Festival 

Alburquerque Medieval Festival 

Mérida Classical Theatre Festival 

Few art forms are left behind by Extremadura's 
cultural festivals. The Mérida Classical Theatre 
Festival in the summer months is the region's 
longest-standing festival, and has the highest 
number of stars a�ending. But many more are 
renowned internationally. The WOMAD Festival 
in Cáceres fills the medieval town with the 
rhythms of world music; the Contempopránea 
Festival, dedicated to indie music, is held in two 
historically significant places - the Citadel in 
Badajoz in spring, and on the slopes of the Luna 

Castle in Alburquerque in July.

And theatre doesn't end in Mérida: the Alcántara 
Classical Theatre Festival revives the most well-
known works of the Golden Age in August, and 
the Cáceres Classical Theatre Festival shines 
new life into the best of our theatre.

And for folk music, a date not to be missed is the 
Plasencia Folk Festival every summer; and 
Badasom, which brings together the best of 
flamenco, fusion, and fado (Portuguese music) 
from both sides of the border in Badajoz, whilst 
the Sierra International Festival in Frenegal 
brings traditional dance to all.

Museums

Vostell-Malpartida Museum

Casa Pedrilla – Guayasamín Museum (Cáceres)

The region's museums cover almost all the 
history of humanity, from prehistory at the 
Badajoz Provincial Archaeological Museum and 
the Cáceres Museum, to the ultra-modernity of 
the Vostell-Malpartida Museum or the 
Extremadura and Iberoamerican Museum of 
Contemporary Art/MEIAC in Badajoz. 

Moreover, thanks to the 'Museums of 
Extremadura Identity' network you can learn 
about various fundamental elements of the 
regional culture, from typical po�ery to carnival; 
or lose yourself in local gastronomy at one of the 
museums dedicated to paprika, cherries, cheese 
or turron nougat, among other local delicacies.

Finally, the Badajoz Fine Arts Museum has a vast 
collection of works from Extremadura artists, 
working in different disciplines and of 
international renown. And if you prefer a more 
avant-garde style you can visit the Helga de 
Alvear Foundation in Cáceres and catch up with 
the latest contemporary trends.

 MUSEUMS / CULTURAL ACTIVITIES / CULTURAL TOURISMFESTIVALS / CULTURAL ACTIVITIES / CULTURAL TOURISM
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Fiestas and traditions
In Extremadura fiestas are a serious ma�er: many 
of those taking part will have prepared for months 
to show off their best dance, float, costume, 
regional dress, or local recipe. More than forty 
Fiestas of Touristic Interest in Extremadura 
showcase the ingenuity, creativity, and spirituality 
of a place which is proud to welcome all who visit.

There are fiestas filled with masks and colours, 
such as Badajoz and Campo Arañuelo Carnivals, 
and the Pero Palo Festival in Villanueva de la Vera. 
Ancient traditions lost in time tell us about 
ancestral myths such as the Carantoñas de 
Acehúche and the Jarramplas de Piornal. There 

are food festivals celebrating our typical dishes, 
such as Día del Jamón (Day of Ham) in Monesterio, 
Fiesta de la Chanfaina (lamb stew) in Fuente de 
Cantos and the Fiesta de la Tenca (Tench fish 
Fiesta) in Tajo Salor.

At Holy Week a number of events are held in 
different towns and each one has its own 
particular way of celebrating: Cáceres, Mérida, 
Badajoz, Plasencia, Jerez de los Caballeros, 
Trujillo. At this time of year there are also special 
events for worship, such as Empalaos in Valverde 
de la Vera, Pasión Viviente in Oliva de la Frontera, 
and Carrerita in Villanueva de la Serena. Even 
nature is given a show in Extremadura, and we 
celebrate the Fiesta del Cerezo en Flor (Cherry 
Blossom Fiesta) in the Jerte Valley to herald the 
start of spring, and the fall of the leaves at Otoño 
Mágico (Magical Autumn) in the Ambroz Valley.

Flamenco

Las Carantoñas (Acehúche, Cáceres)

Las Candelas or Espantarujas (Almendralejo)

Carnival (Badajoz)

Extremadura's flamenco community has made 
notable contributions to the scene which has been 
designated Intangible Cultural Heritage status. 
Some of the best national performers have gath-
ered together for decades at the Porrina de Badajoz 
Festival and the Cáceres Flamenco Festival. 
Extremadura also has a public Regional Flamenco 
Centre at the Plaza Alta in Badajoz which works to 
protect and conserve the palos, toques and cantes 
(songs and music) traditional to the area. The 
Badasom Festival in summer brings a less ortho-
dox, more alternative type of performer.

Dehesa and bulls
Extremadura has bull rings within castles, 
rectangular bullrings, and many other 
curiosities which are testament to the region's 
links with bullfighting.

There is a bullfighting school in Badajoz where 
many of the great Extremadura bullfighters 
were trained. Each year the Olivenza Fair marks 
the national start of the festivals season, and on 
our dehesas, the natural home to these fierce 
bulls, more than a hundred farmers raise their 
ca�le to take part in the fiesta. Extremadura's 
relationship with bullfighting is a natural and 
fluid union, and something to be enjoyed by all 
its supporters.

 Badasom Festival (Badajoz)

Porrina de Badajoz Festival (Badajoz)

Victorino Martín ca�le (Coria)

www.extremaduradehesaytoro.es
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There's so much to see and do in 
Extremadura: here's our pick of 
the top ten must-sees to make 
sure you get the most out of your 
trip to the region. 
Extremadura's cultural landscape 
has so much more to offer.

It's hard to explain the atmosphere you get when the 
age-old Roman Theatre in Mérida is illuminated at 
night, with the best national actors reciting verses from 
classic authors. To fully appreciate it you have to see it 
for yourself: take us up on this chance to join the select 
group of people who have.

1 Our monuments become the stage for a number of cultural 
events: the WOMAD Festival in May fills the historic town 
with the rhythms of world music, and the Contempopránea 
Festival brings an indie soundtrack to the citadel in 
Badajoz in June and to Alburquerque Castle in July. 
Winning combinations.

TODAY'S MUSIC IN A HISTORIC SETTING 

2

Food tourism isn't something that needs to clash with 
cultural trips, sometimes the two can come together at 
unique events such as the Trujillo National Cheese Fair 
where you can taste hundreds of varieties of this 
delicious product, set in a historical landmark - the 
Plaza Mayor. 

QUALITY FOOD 

7 Peace and tranquillity emanate from the Monastery of 
Guadalupe, regardless of whether you pray to the Virgin 
who looks on. Guadalupe's alleyways, the elegant 
architectural design of the monastery, and the highly 
valuable works of art conserved inside make this the 
perfect enclave to take some time out and forget.

MEDITATE IN GUADALUPE 

8

Contempopránea Festival

Mérida Classical Theatre Festival

Monastery of Guadalupe

Trujillo Cheese Fair

10
TOP

Walk along the Silver Way with one thing in mind – to stop 
off at one of the thermal springs the Romans built in 
Extremadura such as Baños de Montemayor in the 
province of Cáceres, or Alange, next to Mérida. You'll see 
how as well as conquering half the world, the Romans also 
knew how to relax.

LOOK AFTER YOURSELF 

3 The very essence of many of Extremadura's traditions lies 
in the towns of La Vera, where abundant and spectacular 
nature surrounds you. The Route of Charles V is 
celebrated in February, when you can walk through the 
area's most important towns, learning about the history, 
nature, and local foods of La Vera.

WALK THROUGH NATURE AND HISTORY 

4

Going beyond modern art, we have unique examples of 
human genius, such as the Vostell Museum in Malpartida 
de Cáceres, set up over 30 years ago by the brilliant 
German artist at the Natural Monument of Los Barruecos. 
As well as his own works he has welcomed other artists like 
Salvador Dalí, Yoko Ono, and Gino di Maggio.

ART IN NATURE 

5
Extremadura has many examples of prehistoric art, and 
some are included in the “Prehistoric Art Pathways” 
European Cultural Route, bringing together the best rock 
art sites in Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, and Sweden. 
Megalithic culture has also left a significant imprint on the 
region for example the Lácara Dolmen or Valencia de 
Alcántara and surrounding areas.

DISCOVER THE ORIGINS OF MAN 

6

From Badajoz you can hop over to Elvas in Portugal. We're 
neighbours now, but not long ago (as you can see from the 
cannons at Santa Lucía Fort pointing towards Spain) we 
were enemies. From there you can go on to Olivenza, a place 
that both countries have constantly fought over, and see 
how the town has been blessed by the best of each country.

RELIVE THE BORDER'S HISTORY 

9 In Sierra Suroeste and Tentudía the presence of the Order 
of the Temple and the Order of Santiago can really be felt. 
Here you will find the Montemolín castle, the Monastery 
of Tentudía, the Segura de León and Burguillos del Cerro 
Castles, and Jerez de los Caballeros, a shining example of 
a Templar town.

FROM CASTLE TO CASTLE THROUGH BADAJOZ

10

Alange Spa

Route of Charles V

El Mellizo Dolmen 

Puebla de Alcocer Castle

La Magdalena Church (Olivenza)

Vostell-Malpartida Museum
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GO TO A PERFORMANCE AT THE MÉRIDA 
CLASSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL
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DIRECTORY
CORIA
Plaza de San Pedro, 1
Tel. +34 927 508 000
oficinaturismo@coria.org

DON BENITO
Plaza del Museo, s/n
Tel. +34 924 808 084
turismo@donbenito.es

JERTE
Avda. Ramón y Cajal, s/n
Tel. +34 927 470 453
oficinadeturismodejerte@hotmail.com

LLERENA
C/ Aurora, 2
Tel. +34 924 870 551
oficinaturismo@llerena.org

MONESTERIO
Paseo de Extremadura, 205
Tel. +34 924 516 737
oitmonesterio@gmail.com

ALMENDRALEJO
Pza. de la Iglesia, 16
Tel. +34 924 666 967
turismo@almendralejo.es

ZAFRA
Plaza de España, 8º B
Tel. +34 924 551 036
turismo@zafra.es

CAMINOMORISCO
Avda. de Las Hurdes, s/n
Tel. +34 927 435 329
oficinadeturismo@ayto-caminomorisco.com

JARAÍZ DE LA VERA
Avda. de la Constitución, 167 
Tel. +34 927 170 587
ofiturjaraizdelavera@gmail.com

MÉRIDA, TEATRO ROMANO
Paseo J. Álvarez Sáen de Buruaga, s/n
Tel. +34 924 330 722
info@turismomerida.orgTourist offices

Extremadura Tourist Board
Avda. de las Comunidades, s/n
Mérida | Tel. +34 924 332 421

INSPECCIÓN TERRITORIAL 
DE TURISMO DE BADAJOZ
Avda. de Huelva, 2
Badajoz | Tel. +34 924 014 985

INSPECCIÓN TERRITORIAL 
DE TURISMO DE CÁCERES
Avda. Primo de Rivera, 2 - 8ª planta
Cáceres | Tel. +34 927 005 630

ALANGE
C/ Trinidad, 19
Tel. +34 924 365 219
turismo@alange.es

ALBURQUERQUE
Pza. de España, s/n
Tel. +34 924 401 202
turismo@alburquerque.es

ALCÁNTARA
Avda. Mérida, 21
Tel. +34 927 390 863
ofiturismo@alcantara.es

ALISEDA
C/ Gabriel y Galán, 8
Tel. +34 606 306 281
centroaliseda@gmail.com

ARROYO DE LA LUZ
Plaza de la Constituión, 21
Tel. +34 927 270 437
turiofiarroyo@hotmail.com

AZUAGA
Plaza de la Merced, 12
Tel. +34 924 137 838
ot@azuaga.badajoz.es

TRUJILLO
Plaza Mayor, s/n
Tel. +34 927 322 677
turismo@trujillo.es

VALENCIA DE ALCÁNTARA
Plaza Gregorio Bravo, s/n
Tel. +34 927 582 184
valturismo2000@yahoo.es

VILLAFRANCA DE LOS BARROS
Plaza de España, 11
Tel. +34 924 520 835
turismo@villafrancadelosbarros.es

VILLANUEVA DE LA SERENA
Plaza de España, 1
Tel. +34 924 846 010
oficinaturismo@villanuevadelaserena.es

VILLANUEVA DE LA VERA
Avda. de La Vera, s/n
Tel. +34 927 567 031
turismo@villanuevadelavera.es

BADAJOZ (OFICINA MUNICIPAL)
Pasaje de San Juan, s/n
Tel. +34 924 224 981
turismo@aytobadajoz.es

CITAV BADAJOZ
Plaza de San José, 18
Tel. +34 924 201 369
casasmudejares@aytobadajoz.es

BAÑOS DE MONTEMAYOR
Avda. de las Termas, 49
Tel. +34 927 488 285
turismobanosdemontemayor@hotmail.com

HERVÁS
Braulio Navas, 6
Tel. +34 927 473 618
oficina.turismo@hervas.com

HERRERA DEL DUQUE
C/ La Feria, 56
Tel. +34 924 642 214
turismo@herreradelduque.es MALPARTIDA DE CÁCERES

Santa María, 4
Tel. +34 927 276 723
turismomalpartida@gmail.com

MANCOMUNIDAD TRASIERRA 
TIERRAS DE GRANADILLA
Pza. Poblado Gabriel y Galán, s/n
Tel. +34 927 024 390
turismomancomunidadtrasierratierr
asdegranadilla@hotmail.com

MORALEJA
C/ Plaza de Toros, 5
Tel. +34 927 147 088
turismo@moraleja.es

MANCOMUNIDAD LA SERENA 
CASTUERA
Plaza de España, s/n
Tel. +34 924 773 817
oitserena@laserena.org

OLIVENZA
Plaza de Sta. maría del castillo, 15
Tel. +34 924 490 151
turismo@ayuntamientodeolivenza.com

HIGUERA LA REAL
Fuente, 12
Tel. +34 924 723 328
turismo@higuerarreal.gob.es

HORNACHOS
Felipe Trigo, 1 
Tel. +34 924 533 533
turismo@hornachos.es

MANCOMUNIDAD VALLE DEL JERTE
Paraje Peñas Albas, s/n
Tel. +34 927 472 558
turismo@mancomunid
advalledeljerte.com

MEDELLÍN
Plaza Hernán Cortés, s/n
Tel. +34 924 822 438
oficinadeturismo@medellin.es

FREGENAL DE LA SIERRA
El Rollo, 1
Tel. +34 924 700 000
turismo@fregenaldelasierra.es

LOS SANTOS DE MAIMONA
Plaza de España, 9
Tel. +34 924 544 801
oficinadeturismo@lossant
osdemaimona.org

MONTEHERMOSO
Plaza de la Constitución, s/n
Tel. +34 927 430 672
oficinaturismomontehermoso
@hotmail.com

TALARRUBIAS
C. I. de la Fauna Rupícola
Ctra. N-430, km 167
Tel. +34 924 631 151
oit_talarrubias@hotmail.com

TORREJÓN EL RUBIO
C/ Madroño, 1
Tel. +34 927 455 292
turismotorrejonelrubio@gmail.com

62 63

ARROYOMOLINOS
C/ Hernán Cortés, 6
Tel. +34 927 385 306
turismo@aytoarroyomolinos.org

CÁCERES
C/ Tiendas, 1
Tel. +34 927 010 834
ofturismo.caceres@gobex.es

CASARES DE LAS HURDES
Plaza Lindón, s/n
Tel. +34 927 676 191
ofturismocasaresdelashurdes@hotmail.com

FUENTES DE LEÓN
Plaza de España, 3
Tel. +34 924 724 174
turismo@fuentesdeleon.es

GUADALUPE
Pza. Sta María de Guadalupe, s/n
Tel. +34 927 154 128
ayuntamientodegua
dalupe@hotmail.com

FERIA
C/ José de la Concha, 13
Tel. +34 670 206 141
oficinaturismoferia@hotmail.es

JARANDILLA DE LA VERA
Avda. Soledad Vega Ortiz
Tel. +34 927 560 460
turismojarandilla@hotmail.com

JEREZ DE LOS CABALLEROS
Plaza de la Constitución, 4
Tel. +34 924 730 372
turismo@jerezcaballeros.es

MANCOMUNIDAD LA SERENA 
ZALAMEA DE LA SERENA
Hermanas de la Cruz, s/n
Tel. +34 690 665 880
turismo@laserena.org

SAN MARTÍN DE TREVEJO
Plaza Mayor, 1
Tel. +34 927 514 585
turismo@sierradegata.es

MÉRIDA, PUERTA DE LA VILLA
C/ Santa Eulalia, 62 
Tel. +34 924 380 191
info@turismomerida.org

PLASENCIA
C/ Santa Clara, 8
Tel. +34 927 423 843
oficina.turismo@aytoplasencia.es
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Visit the website

www.turismoextremadura.com

We will help you organize your

Trip to Extremadura!

Discover the best official 
Extremadura Tourism videos on   

our Vimeo channel 

LONG LIVE EXTREMADURA!





EXTREMADURA!
Welcome to...

www.turismoextremadura.com
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